IN 1777 THE ARTICLES
OF CONFEDERATION
WERE WRITTEN BY
THE SECOND
CONTINENTAL
CONGRESS AS THE
FIRST INDEPENDENT
GOVERNMENT IN THE
UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA. IT WAS
OFFICIALLY ADOPTED
IN 1781.




THE ARTICLES REFLECTED THE FEAR OF A STRONG
EXECUTIVE BRANCH AND LACKED THE ABILITY TO
FUNCTION IN SEVERAL IMPORTANT AREAS
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SHAY'S REBELLION

DANIEL SHAY LEFT HIS FARM IN WESTERN MASSACHUSETTS TO
SERVE AS A CAPTAIN IN THE REVOLUTIONARY ARMY. UPON HIS
RETURN IN 1787 HE WAS FORCED TO IMMEDIATELY PAY BACK DEBTS.
HE AND OTHERS PETITIONED THE GOVERNMENT FOR AN EXTENSION
WHICH WAS DENIED. IN RESPONSE HUNDREDS OF FARMERS, WITH
SHAY AS THEIR LEADER, MARCHED TO THE COURTHOUSE TO DISRUPT
THE PROCESS OF SEIZING FARMS FROM PEOPLE UNABLE TO PAY
BACK DEBTS. ABOUT 1200 MARCHED TO SPRINGFIELD WHERE THE
STATE ARSENAL WAS LOCATED. MILITIAWAS PRIVATELY HIRED AS THE
GOVERNMENT WAS UNABLE TO ACT DIRECTLY UPON CITIZENS.
FIGHTING BROKE OUT BETWEEN SHAY'S FOLLOWERS AND THE
MILITIA, RESULTING IN THE DEATHS OF FOUR FARMERS. SHAY WAS
SENTENCED TO DEATH FOR HIS PARTICIPATION IN THE REBELLION.

THIS EVENT INDICATED THAT THE NEW GOVERNMENT WAS
POWERLESS TO ACT IN A TIME OF CRISIS. IT LED TO THE
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION HELD THE NEXT YEAR




CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION

DELEGATES AND FACTIONS

*COMPROMISES

FEDERALISM AND SEPARATION OF POWERS
*FEDERALISTS VERSUS THE ANTI-FEDERALISTS

*RATIFICATION




55 DELEGATES MET IN PHILADELPHIA IN SEPTEMBER
1787 AND DECIDED TO DRAFT ANEW CONSTITUTION
RATHER THAN REVISE THE ARTICLES

SOME OF THE DELEGATES FROM VARIOUS STATES

GEORGE

WASHINGTON
WAS CHOSEN AS
THE PRESIDENT

OF THE

CONVENTION




DIFFERENT FACTIONS AT THE CONVENTION

FACTIONS ARE GROUPS OF PEOPLE UNITED BY A COMMON
BELIEF, LIKE AN INTEREST GROUP

SMALL STATES VERSUS LARGE STATES
SLAVE HOLDERS VERSUS ANTISLAVERY ADVOCATES
STRONG CENTRAL GOVERNMENT VERSUS WEAK




VIRGINIA PLAN NEW JERSEY
LARGE STATE PLAN
BICAMERAL *SMALL STATE
-FAVORED NUMBER ARIEAlERAL
OF *EQUAL NUMBER OF
REPRESENTATIVES REPRESENTATIVES
ALLOTTED BASED ON FOR EACH STATE

POPULATION




THE GREAT COMPROMISE

THE DELEGATES AGREED ON TWO
HOUSES IN CONGRESS, THE SENATE
AND THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES.

THE SENATE WOULD HAVE EQUAL
REPRESENTATION, MEANING EVERY
STATE WAS ALLOTTED 2 SENATORS.

THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
WOULD BE BASED ON POPULATION
AND THEREFORE THE NUMBER
WOULD VARY FROM STATE TO
STATE.




SLAVERY:
REPRESENTATION AND THE SLAVE TRADE

SOUTHERN DELEGATES INSISTED THAT SLAVES SHOULD
COUNT AS PART OF A STATE'S POPULATION

THIS WOULD HAVE GIVEN THEM THE ADVANTAGE IN
CONGRESS AS THEIR POPULATION WOULD HAVE BEEN
GREATER AS A REGION

NORTHERN DELEGATES DISAGREED AND REFUSED TO
COUNT SLAVES AS PART OF THE STATE'S POPULATION FOR
PURPOSES OF REPRESENTATION

MOST STATES WANTED TO END THE AFRICAN SLAVE
TRADE HOWEVER SOUTH CAROLINA AND GEORGIA
LOBBIED HARD TO KEEP THE SLAVE TRADE INDUSTRY
ACTIVE




THREE-FIFTHS COMPROMISE, SLAVE TRADE, AND
FUGITIVE SLAVES

TH E SO UTH E R N STATES WE R E ARTICLE | SECTION 2 Representatives and direct

Taxes shall be apportioned among the several

AL LOWE D TO CO U NT S LAVES AS 3/5 States which may be included within this Union,

according to their respective Numbers, which shall

OF APERSON FOR Bl o e e e o
REPRESENTATION PURPOSES IN T et s o %"
THE HOUSE. SLAVES WERE ALSO

COU NTED TO DETERM I N E TH E ARTICLE | Section 9. The Migration or Importation of

AMOUNT OF FEDERAL TAXES OWED | | e o et oe patinitod o e

BY EACH OF THE SOUTHERN e B o

STAT ES . on such Importatio;égr?ézgsﬁfiing ten dollars for

THE SLAVE TRADE WAS ALLOWE/ _
TO CONTINUE UNTIL 1808, e o TG I e

escaping into another, shall, in Consequence of any

H OWEVE R ALL O F TH E N EW STATE Law or Regulation therein, be discharged from such
Service or Labour, but shall be delivered up on

CONSTITUTIONS EXCEPT Claim of the Party t?n\g;lcl;r: (?Ll:é:.h Service or Labour
GEORGIA'S BANNED OVERSEAS

SLAVE TRADE. 10!5
CLAUSE ON ESCAPED SLAVES




THE DELEGATES AGREED THE BEST FORM OF
GOVERNMENT WOULD BE FEDERALISM

A FORM OF GOVERNMENT WHERE POWER IS SHARED
BETWEEN DIFFERENT LEVELS OF GOVERNMENT.

IN THE UNITED STATES THIS TRANSLATES TO A FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT IN WASHINGTON D.C., STATE
GOVERNMENTS, AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTS. IN THE U.S.
THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT IS MORE POWERFUL THAN
THE STATE GOVERNMENTS, ALSO KNOWN AS NATIONAL
SUPREMACY.
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CONSTITUTION SIGNED 1787 IN PHILADELPHIA,
PENNSYLVANIA

TALLY SHEET FROM THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION
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DEBATE OVER RATIFICATION

FEDERALISTS

ADVOCATED A STRONG
CENTRAL GOVERNMENT

NATIONAL SUPREMACY
IN FAVOR OF RATIFICATION

BILL OF RIGHTS
UNNECESSARY SINCE
GOVERNMENT HAD LIMITED
POWERS

MADISON, HAMILTON, JAY

ANTIFEDERALISTS

IN FAVOR OF STRONG
STATE GOVERNMENTS

STATE SUPREMACY
AGAINST RATIFICATION

BILL OF RIGHTS ESSENTIAL

TO GUARANTEE CITIZEN'S
RIGHTS

MASON, CLINTON, HENRY
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THE FEDERALIST PAPERS

A SERIES OF 85 ESSAYS
ORIGINALLY PUBLISHED IN
NEW YORK NEWSPAPERS
FROM OCTOBER 1787 TO
AUGUST 1788 AUTHORED BY
PUBLIUS, THE PEN-NAME FOR
JAMES MADISON, ALEXANDER
HAMILTON, AND JOHN JAY. THE
ESSAYS EXPLAINED THE NEW
CONSTITUTION AND ARGUED
FOR RATIFICATION CITING
SUCH THEMES AS THE NEED
FOR SEPARATION OF POWERS,
STRONG CENTRAL
GOVERNMENT, AND
GOVERNMENT CONTROL OVER
FACTIONS.

MADISON

HAMILTON
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IN ORDER TO RATIFY THE CONSTITUTION TWO-THIRDS OF THE
STATES, NINE, HAD TO APPROVE IT. THE PROCESS BEGAN I[N
DECEMBER OF 1787 WITH STATE CONVENTIONS SOME OF WHICH
WERE HEATED DEBATES AND OTHERS WERE UNANIMOUSLY IN

FAVOR.
¥
#
#
# $ | %
1 $
# & |
# $ $
# %
$ $&
$ $% !




THE BILL OF RIGHTS

IN THE BATTLEGROUND
STATE OF MASSACHUSETTS
THERE WAS MUCH
SKEPTICISM ABOUT THE
CONSTITUTION. ANTI-
FEDERALISTS LOBBIED HARD
AT THE CONVENTION TO
REQUIRE A BILL OF RIGHTS
BE ADDED IN ORDER TO
GUARANTEE RATIFICATION.
THIS STARTED AMOMENTUM
WHICH LED TO THE
EVENTUAL ADDITION OF THE
BILL OF RIGHTS, WRITTEN IN
1789 BY MADISON AND
RATIFIED BY THE STATES
OVER THE NEXT TWO YEARS.
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FIRST PAGE OF THE
CONSTITUTION AS
RATIFIED IN 1788.
THE BILL OF RIGHTS
WAS ADDED IN 1791.
IT HAD BEEN
RATIFIED BY A
MINORITY AND IT
WOULD TAKE MANY
YEARS TO EXTEND
THE GUARANTEED
RIGHTS TO ALL
CITIZENS.
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GEORGE WASHINGTON ELECTED FIRST PRESIDENT BY
THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE IN 1789 AND HE APPOINTED A
BALANCED CABINET WITH FOUR MEMBERS.

WASHINGTON'’S
INAUGURATION
SECRETARY OF STATE,
THOMAS JEFFERSON SECRETARY OF
TREASURY, ALEXANDER
HAMILTON
LIBERALS CONSERVATIVES
ATTORNEY GENERAL, SECRETARY OF WAR -

EDMOND RANDOLPH HENRY KNOX



