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Mastering Air Rifle Safety

ÊSafe Gun Handling Rules

ÊShooting Range Basics

ÊRange Commands 

ÊRange Firing Procedures

ÊPersonal and Health Requirements

ÊEveryone is a Safety Officer

ÊSelf-Discipline & Focus

ÊBecoming ñMarksmanship Qualifiedò



Safety Performance Objectives

Properly Trained Cadets Will :

Ê Be aware of the gun muzzle and maintain proper muzzle 
control at all times

Ê Check for and maintain an open action on every gun 
they handle

Ê Keep index fingers off of the trigger except when firing

Ê Respond properly to range commands and special range 
situations 

Ê Be aware of the gun handling of those around them and 
assist others in following safe gun handling rules



Learning To Handle Guns Safely

ÊStart with the goalðno gun accidents!

ÊLearn primary gun parts: M-A-T

ÊLearn M-A-T performance standards

ÊPractice handling air rifles--safety 
comes from practice, not knowledge

ÊSafe gun handling rules apply to all 
guns and firearms



Primary Gun Parts and Their Functions

3. Trigger 2. Action 1. Muzzle



Know How Rifle Actions Function
Rifle and other gun actions 
(except muzzle - loaders) have 
a bolt or action that can be 
opened or closed.  Opening 
the action exposes the breech 
(rear) end of the barrel for 
loading.  Opening and closing 
the bolt/action cocks the 
firing mechanism and 
prepares the rifle for firing.
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Rule 1 -- Muzzle Control

Ê1st rule in gun handling -
-control the direction the 
muzzle points

ÊPoint the gun in a safe 
directionðusually 
upward or downrange 
towards the targets

ÊNever point a gun at 
another person

ÊSafest direction is usually 
upward with the muzzle 
held above head level



Rule 2 ðActions Open

Ê 2nd rule in gun handlingðkeep 
the gun action open, except 
when actually firing

Ê Visually check the action to verify 
that it is open (CBI inserted in air 
rifle)

Ê A gun with an open action cannot 
be fired unintentionally

Ê Know how the action functions on 
any rifle you handle

Ê On target ranges, actions must 
remain open at all times except 
when the rifle is on the firing line 
and dry or live firing is authorized
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